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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background  
Literary study is a study of literature such as drama, novel, short story and 
poetry. Those are the result of the author‟s feeling, experience and thinking which 
are put into language as its medium of expression. Julian in hasnawaty thesis said 
that Novel is interesting reading materials make the readers laugh, sad, happy, 
pity, angry. Sometimes, even the readers read a novel in order that they know the 
character performs in the story. It is being interested in analyzing the character of 
novel (Hasnawaty, 2004:3). 
When people read literary works, they may feel sad or happy. Literary works 
are able to affect the feeling of the readers. It can arouse pleasure, sadness, anger 
and other. It depends on how the author presents his characters by his style and his 
technique and how reader can get the idea from the author. A literary work is not 
only to read but more than that. It must also be interpreted. Therefore, it could 
amuse and satisfy the reader.  
Novel may also be the reflection. It may show the situation of the society 
at the time. It is a social expression of the author about its time, space about his 
social life. As it seen in following quotation.  
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 Wellek and Waren (1970 : 95) : 
“Literature is an expression of society if It assumes that literature, at any 
given time, mirrors the current social situation „correctly‟ it is false : its 
common place trite and vague means only that literature depicts some 
aspects of social reality, so say that literature as a mirror of expression of 
life is even more ambiguous. A writer inevitably expresses his experience 
and total conception of his life” 
 
Based on the opinion above, the writer concludes that literary works in one 
period might represent the time of when they were written. Therefore, when we 
study literature, automatically we study the condition of its society. 
Every society in this world has its own culture that picture its own 
characteristics, individuality and even its custom of life, in which literary work 
includes. One of them is like popular culture. Popular culture is a text liked by 
society and widespred in community (Ady, 2012: 24).  Popular culture also refers 
to the beliefs and practices and objects through which they are organized, that are 
widely shared among a population. This includes folk beliefs, practices and 
objects generated in political and commercial centers. In this era the term popular 
culture has been highly recognized by the society. We can see the humans mind is 
no longer considered that high-tech as something that was impossible. But over 
the time, the world is more and more advanced, in which such this things are no 
longer considered taboo to do. They already consider it all a habit that is 
commonly practiced by most people. That is what we called modern society.  
There are the reasons why the literary work of particular society is very 
important to be discussed. In this life and the society, there are many kinds of 
characters of people. It may be well indicated in some details in the role that the 
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social central plays in the determination of individual behavior, for although they 
are any instance social control as it would be to seek the explanation in the 
culture. 
Novel and social life are related one another. We cannot separate the novel 
from the cultural background of the society where the book was written because 
the literary work consist not only  collected stories but it also of chronological 
expression of the society. It should be recognized that a novel could not be 
considered as a written work, which is meaningless. We can learn many things 
from the story, for instance of different characters involved in the story (Julian 
1999:10). 
Novel “Super Sad” trying to show the world that the story contains a love 
story in a comical, witty and touching the soul. More than that, this is a very 
romantic novel. The content of the story is very unique, so it makes a lot of people 
want to read. Because the story in this novel tells about different culture and sociality 
between two person and many problems in this novel make our felling melted.  
The reason the writer chose the title in the elements of popular culture in 
the novel “Super Sad” by Gary Shteyngart through its elements is to appreciate 
the whole story and reading this novel the author found a characteristics of 
popular culture that occur between in this research. The writer only focuses to 
analyze intrinsic element that includes plot, theme, characters and setting and the 
factors make this novel popular. 
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B. Research Question. 
Based on the background above, the writer tries to formulate the research 
question as follows: 
1. What are the characteristics of popular culture structure in the novel of 
“Super Sad” by Gary Shteyngart? 
2. What factors that makes this Gary Shteygart novel is popular? 
 
C. Objective of Research. 
In connection with the formulation of the problems mentioned above, the 
purposes of this study are as follows: 
1. To describe the characteristics of popular culture structure in the novel 
“Super Sad” by Gary Shteyngart. 
2. To know the factors that makes this novel “Super Sad” by Gary Shteyngart 
popular. 
 
D. Significance of research.  
The result of this research is expected to be useful for anyone who wants 
to study about literature especially the characteristics of popular culture and 
factors make this novel popular by using Structural analysis method in the 
novel. 
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E. Scope of research. 
In this research the writer would focus on the novel „Super Sad‟ by Gary 
Shteyngart, the writer identified the characteristics of popular culture and the 
factors make this novel popular and use analysis of intrinsic element that 
includes building structures like plot, theme, characters and setting. 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
To make a clear concept  of what is intended by the writer in this topic ;  the 
element of popular culture in novel “super sad” by Gary shtengart, the writer 
would like to explain several aspects related to the topic of this.  
A. Previous findings 
The writer presents some previous findings, which related or relevant with this 
research, as follows:  
 Wahyuni (2009) in her thesis “The Popular Aspects in Characters and Plot of 
Rage of Angles by Sidney Sheldon”. The aim of her study is to explain the popular 
imagination and symbols in rage of angles, their contributions to the characters 
and to reveal the plot structure that makes it outstanding novel. She used 
structuralism approach to analyze the intrinsic elements to present the uniquely 
uses of popular symbols and imagination in the intriguing plot structure and 
characterization. The findings of her research show that the qualities of life such 
as beauty, perkiness, intelligences, love and life style are the paramount factors 
that are uniquely presented in the characters. 
 Wulansuci (2010) in her thesis Popular Culture Manga and Anime As 
Japan‟s Soft Power. In this thesis, the writer used the concept of popular culture 
by John Storey and soft power‟s concept by Josep S.Nye Jr. The focus of her 
thesis is on Doraemon‟s manga and anime. The Japanese government concerns on 
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make use of popular culture ambassador in 2008 which has a special diplomatic 
mission. The purpose of this study is to understand the use of popular culture as 
soft power for Japan on making relationship with the international world. 
Wulanzaty Sari (2011) in her thesis Pop culture and life style (study cases 
Korean‟s lovers in Makassar). In this thesis, the writer analyze about the 
phenomenon of Korean pop culture which is for almost two decades. 
Entertainment programs for people around the world except in Indonesia. It is 
used to dominated by western (Hollywood), It is gradually changing to be 
dominated by Asian especially Korea. In this research, she divided people into 
two kinds of communities which based on the way they read, receives and reacts 
toward information regarding Korean pop culture, dominant readers and 
negotiated readers. Dominant readers are those who get really obsessed with 
anything about Korean while negotiated readers are those people who refuse 
Korean pop culture at beginning. 
Meanwhile, the similarity of this research with some previous researchers 
above is talking about popular culture in which we live where this culture is 
something unique and never exists before so people can follow it easily. Then, 
from  Wahyuni thesis we are using same method to explain our research and if in 
Wulansuci and Sari thesis both of them talking about popular culture. It is the 
same to my thesis. The difference of this research with some previous researchers 
is the writer will focus on analyzing the characteristics of popular culture in this 
novel and factors make this novel popular and use analysis intrinsic element that 
include building a structure like plot, theme, characters and setting. From 
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Wahyuni in her thesis she explained about popular imagination and popular 
symbols in the novel and if Wulansuci and Sari, she tell about pop culture but they 
only focuses to Japan‟s culture and style of them life. So research is different from 
some previous researchers above. 
B. Definition of popular culture. 
According to Mukerji (1991:3), popular culture is the term refers to the 
belief practice, or object that is widespread in the community as he says: 
Popular culture refers to the beliefs and practices and objects 
through which they are organized, that are widely shared among a 
population. This includes folk beliefs, practices and objects 
generated in political and commercial centers.  
 According to Bennet dan Tumin (2003: 25) 
Popular culture is a culture that takes place between the general 
public and that its development follows the changing times so it 
always changes according to time and space (general public) ". 
Mass culture is "a set of shared ideas and patterns of behavior that 
hinder socio-economic lines and sub-cultural groupings in a 
complex society. 
According to Michael Bell on his book (1989: 8) 
He says popular culture is mass commercial culture. Popular 
cultures that produced industries and marketed to get benefit from 
consumer or audience. 
So the writer can conclude that, the audience for popular culture seeks 
most of all to be entertained or to have a product that will serve a purpose. They 
want their values, their expectations, and their experiences to be validated. In a 
sense, they want novelty, but they do not want that novelty to be overwhelming. 
The audience for popular art or products wants to recognize themselves in what is 
being presented to them. They want it to conform to their own personal set of 
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critical standards, to be what they like. Popular culture thus tends to be responsive 
to the marketplace. It aims for a consensus among its public and for the possibility 
that in reaching out to the majority of the community it can affirm what is already 
valuable in their lives and offer direction toward what ought and might become 
important in their world. 
The last sentence here is a diplomatic way of expressing the more negative 
sentiments associated with this definition. Popular culture as mass commercial 
culture is culture produced end masse by profit conscious creators, who, as 
Michael Bell puts it, "aim for consensus among its public and for the possibility " 
of reaching the majority of the community for the purpose of maximising their 
profit. Creators based their creations on what sells well, and on what has been 
known to sell well in the past. The audience in this definition has the passive role 
of merely consuming whatever they are told they should through advertising, and 
they play no role whatsoever in the creation of what is 'popular' 
 Gans (1975: 32) in his book Popular Culture and High Culture wrote that 
the term mass culture is a combination of two German ideas: masse and culture. 
The mass is (or was) the noaristocratic, uneducated portion of European society, 
especially the people who today might be described as lower-middle class, 
working class, and poor.  
Mass culture grows along with the development of industrialization as 
well as mass production and consumption. The term “mass” in mass culture can 
be interpreted positive and negative. It is related to the matter of certain level and 
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position in society. In general interpretation, mass refers to the people in the 
street, so mass culture- based on the interpretation- and defined as culture of 
people. It constitutes the culture that grows and lives in a certain group of people 
based on the form, the principal, and the value. In a negative interpretation, 
“mass” is defined as something base, two-bit, vulgar, common and mean. It refers 
to common people in contrast to elite group or high class. It case of taste, “mass” 
refers to a low aesthetic appreciation to be compared to taste of elite group which 
is considered high quality. 
Mass culture is treated the same as popular culture for the term “popular” 
which also refers to common people. In this case, “popular” also related to the 
majority group controlled by certain elite in cultural industrial system. 
There are three principle supporting popular culture and literature as 
Piliang (2008) mentioned in the discussion of “sastra and estetica massa”. 
a. Popular imagination. 
It harbors imagination and fantasy about love, fate, life style as it is 
weapon to attract popular mass. 
b. Popular discourse. 
It is any form of communication which is superficial and surface. It is 
entertaining rather than brighting or knowledge given. 
c. Popular symbol. 
It is any symbols related to beauty, perkiness, successfulness, happiness 
even piety showed in a surface level. 
11 
 
Discussing about popular work will automatically touch the „popularity‟ 
term. As already mentioned above, popular is referred to a quantity rather than a 
quality. It means, the more satisfied the readers are, the more popular the work 
gets. Mass literature is produced by a group of elite (writer, artist, producer and 
distributor), who find ways to have their work accepted. The work based on profit 
motive. Popular work now a day is part of cultural industry that produces works 
meeting mass or average people desire. 
One thing for sure that popular literature raise reading interest for it is easy 
to understand by people in wide range.  
Janice A. Radway (1949) in the introduction of his book: 
 Reading a Romance defines popular literature as a work produced 
for and consumed by large numbers. A number of groups control it and 
give priority to a thing called profit.  Their concern with profit further 
prompted the first literary entrepreneurs to search for way to sell their 
books not merely effectively but predictably as well. 
 
On one hand, the term literature itself has many definitions. A.teeuw 
(1987:35) describes it as anything written. Besides that, Jacob Sumardjo and Saini 
K.M  (1991:25) defines literature as the personal expression of human from their 
experience, thought, spirit and faith in a form of a concrete image using language 
as it‟s a media. In addition, Faruk (1994:34) suggests that the definition of 
literature is very wide, covering all product resulting from language and writing 
process. It is then limited in the definition as all activities: reading of writing 
influenced by imagination. 
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On the other hand, the term “popular” has a limit definition but wide in its 
interpretation. It was originally and legally a political term taken from Latin 
popularis which means “belonging to the people”. In nineteenth century, 
American magazine observed: “they have come to take „popular‟ as a synonym 
for good”. Yusbiantri (2004), according to Williams (1979:32) in keywords: A 
vocabulary of culture and society defines that popular was being seen from the 
point of view of the people rather than from those seeking favor of power from 
them. 
 According to Hansen (1998:23) in the introduction of his collection, 
anthology of ancient Greek popular literature writes that “popular literature 
reflects an aesthetic that values easy and continued engagement, minimizing 
features that encourage. “yet” replete with action and sensation‟. In this case, 
popular literature can be created in popular fictions. Popular fiction genres are 
mystery, suspense, horror, romance and historical fiction. 
Popular novel possesses typical urban character, in terms of both their 
(mass) production and consumption and their themes. The elements of popular 
culture are manufactured and usually distributed through the mass media 
including books. Their primary function is to make a profit for those who have 
and run the companies that produce and distribute the fiction.  
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C. The Element of story in popular novel.  
Examining the text is the most common approach used in the study of popular 
culture, and there are several ways of going about it. The most important is the 
Structuralism approaches. The structuralism approach aims to discover the 
intention of the text by analyzing the parts out which it was constructed. For 
example in the case of a novel, the characters, the plot structure, and the setting 
can all reveal clues about the purpose of the book, and what message was intended 
for the reader. A study of this kind may also take apart the events in the story to 
determine exactly how the audience may move from interpretation to 
interpretation, that is, how the story reveals itself in steps, and in turn, how this 
manipulates the message. 
a. Narrative structure  
Narrative structure is a term commonly used to refer to popular fiction, but 
the traditional narrative structure that often refers to the height or valuable novel 
called plot. A novel usually has a main plot, which is the body of the story, plus or 
strung together with small plots of others. These small plots only serve as an 
additional or plot which is still called the son of a union or the main plot is 
explained. A novel could talk at length and in breadth and in-depth discussion as 
well. Although the narrative structure is applicable to all novels in general, this 
structure is also similar to the popular novel narrative structure.  
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Plot can be known through the storyline, but the storyline is not 
necessarily containing the plot if the story is not driven by a variety of reasons. So 
the story is the source of conflict and conflict is what is at the core of the plot. 
In this regard, the plot is one important element in a literary work. 
According to some literary scholars and critics that the plot is a narrative of events 
with an emphasis on the causal structure of the preparation of the incident in the 
story are arranged in a logical sequence of events intertwined in a causal 
relationship, and dial-continuous event based on the law of cause and effect. 
According to Adi (2011:37) there are some that do plot arrangement of the 
author for the story to be beautiful or artistic value, but each story is basically 
composed of an introduction, conflict, and resolution. Way of plot development 
includes four sections namely: 
1. Situation (the author describes a situation ) 
2. Rising action  (situation started to rise) 
3. Climax (events which started to rise) 
4. Denoument (the author gives the solutions of all events) 
Not all authors follow the above sequence. There are authors who make 
the events of the last section is the sequence described first and then go back to 
the event or earlier. Way of preparation is usually called a flashback plot. There is 
also the start of the center that is told in advance. 
The pattern of the story of a novel, both in high literature or popular 
literature, starting with the introduction of the state, development, and the cover, 
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and begins with an exposition, complication, conflict, climax, and the cover. That 
often characterizes of popular novel is happy ending. The story usually ends with 
a happy ending. Because basically the popular novel is entertainment, the story 
must satisfy the reader wishes for a happy and fulfilling that desire. 
 According to Cawelti (1971:38), at least there are three kinds of narrative 
structure in a popular romance story that is: 
1. Cinderella pattern is the pattern of this kind of love story about a poor girl 
who falls for a rich man or derived from the nobility. 
2. Pamela pattern is told about a female character who tried to beat passion in 
vain in an attempt to build fell in the real love. 
3. Contemporary formula is tells the story of a career woman who refused to 
love for the sake of wealth or fame. 
In addition, in the popular romance novel there are kinds of popular novel so-
called contemporary gothic or gothic romance. This type of story is a romance 
story that uses elements of adventure or mystery to create a situation that brings 
the hero and heroine (female hero). 
In contrast to Cawelti, Jenice Radway (1984:136) finds romance popular 
narrative structure in greater detail. He said there are twelve functions in a 
romance story. First, it is usually an ideal romance story begins with the transfer 
of state from a state that is known or convenient. Second, female figures, called 
Radway as heroin, suspected that the male lead character, called a hero is not 
interested in him. Third, the main character he gives ambiguous response. This 
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happens because the main character he does not know how to express her feelings 
to her character. Fourth, the heroine finally knows the true feelings of her male 
characters. Fifth, women leaders responded with an angry man action figure or a 
cold response. Sixth, action figure man replied with a female character because it 
considers the attitude of punishing figures indicate he is not interested in women 
with the man. Seven, the punishment given him figures about the separation 
between the heroine and the male figure. Eighth, the heroine treats male figure 
with a love for the character separation makes men fear the loss of female figures. 
Nine, her character is responding to treatment with the male figure is very warm. 
Tenth, the proximity of the relationship allows the heroine to see that cool action 
figure man long time ago as a result of previously experienced pain. Eleventh, 
prominent women leaders must learn to trust a man who truly loved him. And 
finally, the stage is reported that the female characters respond to sexual and 
emotional sense to the male figure. Radway called the twelve steps as a function 
builder twelve popular romance narrative logic. 
Development of the story in narrative structure in the novel is very 
complicated, for example, the story does not put forward advance the plot, but 
readers will find out after reading a few chapters. Staton (1965:3) states “ serious 
fiction is difficult and challenging partly because it builds a complex structure of 
details around a central purpose or idea, most serious fiction, thereof, demands 
careful reading and careful rereading” 
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  The above statement is very logical as it sometimes does require analysis 
to gain a clear understanding or just to enjoy it. Popular fiction and serious fiction 
is different with language and ordinary story: “to be easy to read, popular fiction 
has to limit itself to a relatively small number of characters, situation, and themes, 
instead of mirroring the infinite variety of lives” ( Stanton, 1965:9). 
Popular novel should have a groove that could attract the attention of both 
viewers and readers. Therefore, it is important in making the plot or plots should 
be to create a plausible plot, which presents the situation with the law of cause and 
effect. That way it can be concluded that the reasoning is the key to create a 
reality in the manufacturing flow of the popular novel. A plot should give an idea 
that does not conflict with the reasoning ability of the audience or reader. 
b. Themes. 
Themes presented in the novel, both the popular novel and valuable novel 
is basically the same. The theme is the subject of a story or it can also mean the 
message to be conveyed by the author (Ady 2011:44). In writing a literary writer 
should really be wise to choose the theme of his essay, the deviation from the 
theme of the story will lead to loss of appetite of readers. This should be offset by 
the author in describing the nature of proficiency of each character in the story 
because it is through this theme author can describe the characters of the actors. 
 A literary work may be able to produce very much the theme, in 
accordance with the problems throughout the story. But the theme in popular 
fiction usually is presented more simply. According Adi (2011:45) there are two 
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themes in novel popular, the first is major theme was a novel can usually be 
attributed to the experience and personality of a protagonist in the novel. The 
second is a minor theme of the novel can be abstracted from a variety of problems 
involving the experience and personality of the main characters and supporting 
characters in a novel. 
In popular fiction, the theme is not necessary in the search for the nature of 
fiction is enjoyed. Readers can view themes with ease. The trick is to look at the 
cover of the novel. With a theme that is easy to guess from the cover. Readers will 
choose to read because of popular fiction has had a particular reader segments. 
Therefore, it is not surprising that popular fiction can also be called as 'light' 
literature because there is no understanding of the themes that are hard to 
understand. 
Thus, the determination of a very popular theme in the novel depends on 
what segment of the novel is intended. For example, stories of adventure takes the 
theme of which is closely related to the values on the assumption that men are the 
men who usually read adventure stories. So the values that made such dramatic 
courage, self-esteem or a struggle. Stories of romance usually takes values male 
loyalty, the struggle of a wife, or a woman's success in obtaining a handsome 
couple, kind, gentle, and so forth. selection of the values that form the basis of 
making this theme because it is assumed that the value of the segment must have 
been the desire for readers.  
 
19 
 
c. Characterizations. 
The presence of the characters, both main characters and supporting 
characters are always there in the entire novel, if novels are popular novel or not. 
In the author's popular novels often turn a lot of characters, each of which is 
described fully and completely so that the novel such as if the concentration of 
some of the characters in the story novel. According to Adi (2011:46) 
characterizations in the popular novel is divided into two: static and dynamic 
character figures. Static figure is if the main character throughout the story his 
character does not change whereas a dynamic character is his character as a 
character changes during the story progresses. 
A characterization is one element of a story that plays an important role in 
a novel, because without the players who hold the action story could not possibly 
exist. The characters in the story can be anything that can be used as characters, 
but usually it is the human figure. Characterizations in popular fiction readers are 
very dependent on the segment is influenced by or influence the popular fiction 
genre. Thus, it can be concluded that in this case the reader that determines what a 
character like that would be created by the author or publisher.  
d. Setting. 
In the Indonesian language setting word (from English) is often translated 
as the background. Setting or latar (in Indonesians language) and the occurrence 
of the point where the story. A story should be where and when an event takes 
place. In the popular novel, the background plays an important role even in a 
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much more important story than the novel valuable. A novel in the category of 
high literary or valuable, for example, can not so clear where the scene and when 
the story took place because the story is presented more humanitarian nature that 
can occur anywhere. In contrast, the background in the popular novel can serve as 
an appeal to the reader or spectator. Background can also determine the type of 
the story itself (2011:49). So we can conclude that the background or setting may 
determine that the novel is kind of popular novel. 
The main difficulty for the manufacturer or a fiction writer who has a 
background that is very far from the fact how to bridge the two worlds. According 
to Krakauer (1992) and Bazin (1974) the most important thing is how to create a 
realistic fiction, realistic representation. This is due to the power of reasoning 
which is owned by a popular fiction enthusiast. In assessing a realistic scene or 
not by comparing with the reality of the real world. Thus, the logic of law is 
crucial in making or writing popular fiction. 
D. Super Sad. 
a. The Author’s Biography 
Gary Shteyngart (born IgorShteyngart; July 5, 1972) is an American writer 
born in Leningrad, USSR. Much of his work is satirical and relies on the invention 
of elaborately fictitious yet somehow familiar places and times. 
Gary Shteyngart, the son of an engineer father and pianist mother, came 
from Leningrad (now St. Petersburg, Russia) to the United States at the age of 
seven, when his family moved to New York.  
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He studied politics at Oberlin College and later earned his MFA in 
Creative Writing from the City University of New York. Shteyngart's start to 
writing the novel, The Russian Debutante's Handbook (2003) is about a Russian-
Jewish man seeking his fortune in both New York and the fictional European city 
of Prava. The book was inspired by a trip Shteyngart took to Prague with his 
girlfriend. 
In Super Sad True Love Story (2010), Shteyngart transports his readers 
into a bizarre future in which Lenny, a 39-year old son on Russian Jewish 
immigrants, meets Eunice, a 24-year old daughter of Korean Christian 
immigrants, for - well - a super sad true love story. Shteyngart lives in Manhattan 
where he teaches writing at Columbia University. In 2010, he was named one of 
the New Yorker's "20 under 40" writer's to watch. 
Mr. Shteyngart spent his earliest childhood in Leningrad, then moved with 
his family to the United States, and “Super Sad” reflects his dual heritage, 
combining the dark soulfulness of Russian literature with the antic inventiveness 
of postmodern American writing; the tenderness of the Chekhovian tradition with 
the hormonal high jinks of a Judd Apatow movie. This novel avoids the 
pretensions and grandiosity of Mr. Shteyngart‟s last book, “Absurdistan,” even as 
it demonstrates a new emotional bandwidth and ratifies his emergence as one of 
his generation‟s most original and exhilarating writers. 
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b. Synopsis. 
The son of a Russian immigrant, protagonist Leonard (Lenny) Abramov, a 
middle-aged, middle class, and otherwise unremarkable man whose mentality is 
still in the past century, falls madly in love with Eunice Park, a young Korean-
American struggling with materialism and the pressures of her traditional Korean 
family.  
The chapters alternate between profuse diary entries from the old 
fashioned Lenny and Eunice's biting e-mail correspondence on her "Global 
Teens" account. In the background of what appears to be a love story that 
oscillates between superficiality and despair, a grim political situation unravels. 
America is on the brink of economic collapse, threatened by their Chinese 
creditors.  
In the meantime, the totalitarian Bipartisan government's main mission is 
to encourage and promote consumerism while eliminating political dissidents. In 
the midst of all this, in a world where anyone's sexuality can be rated at the touch 
of the screen, where the privileged can live forever but the unfortunate die too 
soon, there is still value to being a real human being. 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gary shteyngart)  
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CHAPTER III 
METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH 
 
A. Research Method 
This research used descriptive qualitative research method. Qualitative 
research is research procedures which produce descriptive data in the form of 
words written or spoken of the people and the observed behavior (Moleong, 1989: 
31). 
According to Aminuddin (1990: 16), the qualitative descriptive method is 
to analyze the form of description, not a number or coefficient of relationship 
between variables. Data collected in the form of vocabulary, sentences, and 
pictures that have meaning. So this method intended to describe the elements of 
popular culture and factors make this novel popular and using structural analysis 
 
B. Object of research 
In literary research, there are two object studies. Those are formal object 
and material object. So that is way, the researchers used that two object to do this 
research. The first is material object, in this object the writer used all intrinsic 
element from the novel and the articles related to the novel and the second is 
formal object, formal object are analysis the theory with consider of aspects 
formal, form by elements of literary work. (Ratna, 49:2004). In this formal object 
the writer focused to find the characteristics of popular culture and the factors 
make this novel popular. 
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C. Instrument of Research    
In collecting data, the researcher used note taking as instrument of the 
research. After reading the Super Sad novel and other supporting references, the 
researcher made some notes to classify the important unit or sentence that related 
to the problems and the objectives of the research. 
D.  The process of data collection. 
The processes of data collection used by the writer are: 
1. The writer has read the novel carefully in order to understand the 
content of it. 
2. Taking note about all problems and other supporting ideas of the novel. 
3. Making table in accordance with the formal object to be the 
framework. 
4. Collecting the related data then classifying them according to the 
objective study. 
5. Analyzing the data and concluding the result of the study. 
E.    The process of data analysis. 
The process of data analysis has been used by the writer to determine the 
intrinsic structure of the novel, by identifying the terms that were answered by 
Ady theory. Then, from the definition that determines it as the categories of 
theme, characterizations, setting and narrative structure. Therefore, based on the 
findings of the answer to question number one had known of the factors based on 
the articles associated with the novel. 
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
In this chapter, the writer identifies and analyzes the plot, character, theme 
and setting of popular culture structure in the novel. The write also explains how 
the characteristics of popular culture structure in a novel and the factors make this 
novel popular. 
A. Findings. 
Technically speaking, the novel Super Sad leans on the 4 intrinsic 
elements: plot, character, setting and theme. The write gets started from these four 
elements before going through the deeper analysis on Super Sad. 
1. Intrinsic elements. 
a. Plot  
The novel is divided into one part which makes the plot itself 
unconventional. The reader can identify the situation, rising action, climax and 
denouement in the novel story. 
The story begins with situation in the courtroom in New York. Lenny 
Abramov is a Son of Russian immigrant, middle-aged, the middle class. He is a 
man aged 39 years. He worked at one company named American human services 
post. Man who lived in the modernity country. It is so easy, when we have an 
abundance of power and money, so all we want can be fulfilled. But it is different 
from Lenny. The old man has quite and alone life and stay so far away from his 
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parents and grows up for away from the place where he was born to be a real man 
as well. Until At one point, he thought. That when it is time to find a real life 
companion. So he was no longer having fun with naughty girls who live in New 
York. New York is a modern city said some people who lives there.  
   Lenny Abramov gets an invitation from his friends in Roma Namely 
Fabrizia. Lenny was attending his friend party because by chance he was in Roma 
at that time. Arriving at the party without accidentally, He saw a young girl. She is 
pretty, tall and white skin.  There, He looked the girl his heart beating fast and 
then He fell in love at first sight to a woman named Eunice park young-blooded 
Korean-American. But at that moment Lenny embarrassed to her. Because he felt 
the woman has much higher social class than him. Moreover, he had a lot of 
competition because all men who were at the party seemed to notice her as well. 
The rising action, day by day passed, he still remembered woman at party 
at the time. Finally, he encouraged himself to send a letter through the media at 
that time. The technology is widely used by the Americans to relate to one 
another. Eunice initially ignored the expression of feelings from Lenny. Because 
she felt that Lenny has the same age as her father. Eunice is a woman who has a 
traditional family who assumes something must comply with customs of her 
family. Actually, she wanted to go out and fought for freedom from materialism 
and frees herself from the pressure of the traditional family. So when she got a 
letter from Lenny. Eunice did not directly answer, but she told this matter to her 
sister named Sally. His sister did not respond much. With sincerity and effort of 
maintaining Lenny‟s love. Finally, Eunice melted without thinking about what 
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will happen later if their parents know. That she was dealing with a man who is 
much older than her. 
Until in the end, they both started talking about their families. Lenny 
wanted to introduce the girl to her parents. Eventually, he brought them together. 
This is the first time to Eunice meets Lenny‟s parents. Initially she was scared, if 
Lenny‟s parents do not like her. But Lenny‟s parents accept her very well. And 
then Lenny also asked Eunice to introduce him to Eunice‟s parents. At that 
moment she felt very indecisive. But in the end she took Lenny to meet her 
family. It is different condition from Eunice meeting Lenny‟s family. Eunice 
family thought that Lenny‟s problem is not appropriate for their child. But Lenny 
and Eunice ignored. They returned to their apartment where they had lived 
together since they started a relationship. Start From there the beginning all of the 
problems, So many insults and incitement from Eunice‟s family with their 
relationship.  
For the climax when they attend the celebration of event pregnancies 
Lenny‟s friend in Staten island. His friend called Grace and Vishnu. That's where 
all the chaos going on. Bleak political situation was revealed. American brink of 
destruction and threatened by creditors china. So that the incident occurs economy 
crisis, stocks decline, the company was destroyed, the Battle of Blood everywhere 
and flooded the entire city. The situation is not safe; Lenny said they had to flee in 
a save place. Eunice wanted to find all of her family in order to help and secure 
them. But Lenny is banning her. Because now Eunice‟s save is much important 
than anything. She is the only treasure for Lenny. From that initial grief and anger 
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Eunice. She felt guilty. Because she cannot help her family from the accident .So 
at that time one of Lenny‟s friends becomes the victim namely Noah. 
  But he did not want to dissolve in grief. He should help Eunice. So she 
would not feel too bad for this incident. Almost a week, all of the tools of 
communication in this city are lost. Eunice was very worries because she has not 
been able to find out the news about his family. She tried to send a letter to his 
sister and mother through one tool of communication. It is called Global teens. 
But all of them are vain. Although she knew that all of them will be worth because 
all of the tools were web damaged. But she still sends a letter to them in the hope 
that one day will be sent. Till one time, she asked for a help on Lenny‟s boss 
namely Joshie Goldmann. Why with him, because he has a power. Finally Eunice 
had heard from her sister that family is in a good condition. Lenny and his parents 
were survivors of the riots. 
As the denouement of the story Lenny got the news that her parents 
survived. He was a little quiet. After that it all has to start from scratch again. City 
that was destroyed must be rebuilt so that the economy can be stabilized and 
improved. Everything is back to normal again. Raw foods, it was difficult now 
gradually improved. Eunice did not feel sad anymore. Because all she wanted can 
be reacher. So the relationship with Lenny could improve again as before. Lenny 
hopes that quasi safe returns. New York City could come back as a safe city and 
as a center of the city lifestyle and exemplary. He is still an employee at one 
company called post-human services. All of them are written from Lenny 
Abramov‟s diary. 
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b. Characters  
There are 6 major characters in the novel. 
1. Lenny Abramov is not a happy person but as a very responsible and have a 
nature lover. And then he is so flawed that he‟s endearingly annoying as 
he goes about his life with his massive blinkers on. At the same time his 
paranoia is so huge that his expectation of the worst leads to nothing being 
a surprise to him. He‟s 39 years old and receding with a genetic 
predisposition to high cholesterol and hypertension. He‟s also unattractive, 
with a bad fashion sense and a very large Jewish nose: he‟s a classic cliché 
of a Woody Allen style neurotic Jewish New Yorker. Later on, he falls in 
love with Eunice. And then all of his habit and life is changing.   
2. Eunice Park is a young Korean-American bloody girl. She is twenty years 
old. Eunice she is a beautiful woman. She has a white skin. She has a 
humble nature, polite, intelligent, and very family lover. She has one sister 
and no brother. She has a very big responsibility for a happy family 
especially to her sister. She should give a good example. Because she was 
the eldest son and a sister for sally. 
3. Sally Park is the sister of Eunice Park. She has a charming personality that 
is gentle, kind, hardworking and loving. She is a beautiful woman. She 
inherited her mother than her father's face lit up, the cheeks are so 
beautiful and a wider shoulder makes her different from her sister that 
looks glamorous. But sometimes she is also portrayed as a rebellious, 
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because she has a very strong principle of life. When something does not 
fit with her common thoughts. 
4. Chung-won Park is the wife of Dr.Park and mother of Eunice and sally. 
She is a house wife. A mother's loving and caring for her two children. She 
is a strong and patient wife of husband who was very rude to her. 
Sometimes she is very hard and selective in anything of her children that 
she is not the best for their future lives.  
5. Joshie Goldmann is the director of the company where Lenny and his 
friends work. Male 60 years old. He is the director with a very good, 
intelligence and responsibility for his subordinates. When, he knows 
Lenny and Eunice in distress due to the political situation heats up. He 
certainly has a way to help them. 
6. Noah Weinberg is a Jew. He is tall and handsome. He is Lenny‟s best 
friend when they study until his dead. He is a thinker man. He is always 
thinking about how the country's in the future. And then he is aggressive, 
helpful, and hardworking man. 
7. Nettie fine is a friend and good mother for Lenny from apparat. Apparat is 
the name of a communication tool in this city. He is the giver of 
information to Lenny. Netty had disappeared. And then her apparat is lost, 
so it makes Lenny confused. But suddenly, when the Americans on the 
verge of collapse. She came back to be a savior for Lenny. He contacted 
Lenny again via her apparat to give information from Lenny. That, he had 
to escape and hide in a place until the situation in this country saves again. 
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Minor characters:  
1. Fabrizia and abriella . They are ex girlfriends of Lenny. 
2. Sandi, Jeffrey, afghan, howard shu, kelly nardly, annie shaltz-heik, dalton, 
logan, ava, aiden, jaiden, joe schechter and bobby cohen. They are Lenny's 
friend working in human service post. 
3.  Gopher is sally‟s boyfriends. 
4. Ray is an actor known Eunice park in bar. 
5. Boris abramove and galya abramov, they are the parents of Lenny. 
6. Dr.sam Park. He is Eunice and sally‟s father. 
7. Ben, Darryl, leonard is ex girlfriends of Eunice 
8. Giovanna, Wendy snatch, joy lee, Irene po. They are sally‟s friends. 
9. Laptev dan Julia. They are the wealthy merchant moscow. Lenny has 
ambition to be successfull like them. 
10. Professor margaux. Euinice‟s lecturer. 
11. Vishnu cohen-clark and anuj. they are  lenny‟s friends in universities of 
new York. 
12. Grace. She is lenny‟s best friends and Vishnu‟s girls friend. 
13. Amy Greenberg. She is noah‟s girls friend. 
14.  Teresa, Margaret, Lana beets, Naomi Margolis and David Margolis. They 
are neighbors in Lenny‟s apartment. 
15.  Pendeta cho and pendeta suk. They are pastors at the church where 
eunice‟s family of Eunice often issued laments. 
16. Vasily greenbaum. She is Lenny‟s friend childhood while in Russia. 
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17. Nam jun, myong-hee. They are cousins of Eunice and sally. 
18. Paman joon and pee-wee herman. They are Eunice and sally‟s uncle. 
19. Tuan vida. He is Lenny‟s friend‟s father. 
20. Tuan Hernandez. He is Eunice Park‟s friend‟s father. 
21.  David Lorring, Sammy, Barry, they are Eunice‟s friend‟s in campus. 
22. Hartford brown. He is a Noah colleague. 
23. Flora and Jennifer Kang. They are Eunice Park‟s best friend. 
 
c. Setting 
Setting is an aspect of story dealing with place and time in which actions 
occur. In Super Sad, the writer use various place settings and long time setting. 
Generally, the time range is in the twentieth century, while the majority of the 
place setting is in New York. 
The story began in New York, June 1, 1984 as the first appearance of the 
main character, Lenny Abramov and other major character such as Eunice Park, 
Sally Park and Noah Weinberg. The story then went for Lenny‟s diary when he 
met with Eunice. 
There are lots of place setting in super sad such as hospital, restaurants, 
café, temple, airport, Lenny and Eunice‟s apartment, Lenny and Eunice‟s house, 
Noah‟s house and Lenny‟s office etc. the most powerful place setting influencing 
the plot is in the occurrence of an event that led to the verge of collapse because 
America is threatened by creditors of china. 
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d. Theme.  
As the other Gary Shteyngart's work Super Sad sets up the men as the 
main character. He described how a man's ability to live a life filled with struggle. 
Love can bring joy and sorrow for someone who feels it. Various problems 
created by true love mild to severe problems. Gary Shteyngart's novel is a novel 
that tells the deeply romantic and touching about love, loss, and death. The writer 
states the theme strength of a man in life and pursues his true love sacrifice and 
how he risked everything for the one he loves. 
2. Characteristics of popular culture. 
1. Narrative    At a party thrown by my 
friend Fabrizia, I met Eunice. I 
focused on the living animal in 
front of me and tried to make her 
love me. 
 
 It would take more than mere 
monetary consideration to prompt 
Eunice to love me. 
 
 
 The weird thing is I‟ve been 
thinking about Lenny, the old guy. I 
know he‟s gross physically, but 
there‟s something sweet about him, 
and honestly I need to be taken care 
of too. I feel safe with him because 
he is so not my ideal and I feel like 
I can be myself because I‟m not in 
love with him. 
 
 “Eunice, honey. Can you hear 
me out there? I miss you so much.” 
“We‟re streaming these emotions 
live, folks,” Noah said. “We‟re 
streaming Lenny‟s love for this girl 
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Eunice Park in real time. 
 
 She put her hands forward, and 
the sun stroked them before they 
met the shadow of my own. We 
held hands briefly and then she 
looked away from me. Small 
doses, I thought. This is enough 
for right now. But then my mouth 
started talking. “Boy,” it said, “I 
could really learn to love—” “I 
don‟t want to hurt you, Lenny,” 
she interrupted me Easy. Easy 
does it. “I know you don‟t,” I 
said. “You‟re probably still in 
love with that guy in Italy.” 
 
 Anyway, then me and Lenny 
kissed in the park. Nothing more 
than that for now, but it felt really 
good, like something nice was 
growing inside me. I‟m trying to 
take it really slow and get to know 
him better. Right now I still see us 
as this mismatched pair. Honestly, 
I‟m afraid to see our reflection 
when we pass by a mirror, but I 
think the more time I spend with 
him the more it feels right. He 
already told me he loves me, and 
that I‟m the one for him, the one 
he‟s been waiting for all his life. 
 
 You know, Lenny‟s so kind to me 
that sometimes I forget to keep my 
guard up and talk to him like a 
friend, but you‟re still my one and 
only bestest truest friend, Pony. 
And yet I‟m so in love with him. 
Ugh. I said it. 
Line : 5 until 8 
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2. Characters     Today I‟ve made a major 
decision: I am never going to die 
because yesterday I met Eunice 
Park, and she will sustain me 
through forever. Take a long look at 
me, diary. 
 
 Lenny Abramov, your humble 
diarist, your small nonentity, will 
live forever. The technology is 
almost here. As the Life Lovers 
Outreach Coordinator (Grade G) of 
the Post-Human Services division 
of the Staatling-Wapachung 
Corporation, I will be the first to 
partake of it. I just have to be good 
and I have to believe in myself. 
 
 
 On the few occasions when 
Eunice had talked to me about 
Sally, she had lowered her voice to 
a defeated, mumbling register, as 
opposed to the high and smirky one 
she used to lay siege to her parents. 
When she talked of her sister, 
Eunice appeared scattered and 
unsure. Sometimes Sally came 
across as rebellious, sometimes as 
religious, sometimes as political 
and involved, sometimes as 
detached, and sometimes as 
budding with sexuality 
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Setting     By the single most beautiful 
building in 
Europe. The Pantheon. The 
rotunda‟s ideal proportions; the 
weight of the dome lifted Above 
one‟s shoulders, suspended in air 
by icy mathematic precision; the 
oculus letting in the rain and the 
searing Roman sunlight; the 
coolness and shade that nonetheless 
prevail. 
 
 Like all New Yorkers, I‟m a 
real-estate whore, and I adore these 
late-nineteenth-century Turinese-
built apartments on the huge, palm-
studded Piazza Victoria, with sunny 
views of the green-tinged Alban 
Hills in the distance. 
 
 Noah took an orator‟s deep, 
rehearsed breath. “Okay, putas and 
huevóns. I‟m still streaming right at 
you. Eight p.m. on the dot. It‟s 
Rubenstein time in America. It‟s a 
motherfucking Bipartisan evening 
here in the People‟s Republic of 
Staten Island, and Lenny Abramov 
has just ordered a Belgian beer for 
seven yuan-pegged dollars.” 
 
 The deep hush of the morning after 
a failed third-world coup seeped up 
from the streets and coated the 
silent towers. I was proud of New 
York, now more than ever, for it 
had survived something another 
city would have not: its own rage. 
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3. Theme 
 
  
 
 
 From this day forward you will 
travel on the greatest adventure yet 
undertaken by a nervous, average 
man sixty-nine inches in height, 
160 pounds in heft, with a slightly 
dangerous body mass index of 
23.9. Why “from this day 
forward”? Because yesterday I met 
Eunice Park, and she will sustain 
me through forever. Take a long 
look at me, diary. 
 
 Super sad true love story a 
novel Gary shteyngart. ( sampul) 
 
 My parents sat down, and my 
father proposed a seasonal toast in 
English: “To the Creator, who 
created America, the land of free, 
and who give us Rubenstein, who 
kill Arab, and to love which is 
blooming in such times between my 
son and Yooo-neee-kay, who [big 
wink to Eunice] will be victorious, 
like Sparta over Athens, and to the 
summer, which is most conducive 
season to love, although some may 
say Spring.…” 
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B.  Discussion. 
1. Popular culture Characteristic of narrative structure in Super Sad. 
  Novel Super Sad by Gary is included a novel that tells of the love story. 
After the writer read the novel.  The writer found novels are a quite romantic 
novel and a quite Cinderella patterned because the novel tells about true love story 
about Eunice and Lanny. The novel tells about the journey of a man finding his 
true love. But that journey he found many obstacles. In a popular novel plot is 
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played very importantly to know the story of the novel. Plot in a popular novel is a 
depiction of the events with an emphasis on the causal structure of the preparation 
of the incident which the story was structured in a logical manner, a series of 
intertwined events in causality, and dial-continuous events based on the law of 
cause and effect. It is contained in the novel Super Sad by Gary shytengart. In the 
story tells of the events related to each other.  
In addition, there are the kinds of popular romance novel so-called gothic 
romance or contemporary gothic. This type of story is a love story that uses 
elements of adventure or mystery in romance. An attempt to find out all kinds of 
obstacles the love between two people fell in love. So it proves how much love 
both of them. Novel Super Sad by Gary shteyngart is one of the novels that could 
be called a gothic novel or contemporary gothic romance.  
At a party thrown by my friend Fabrizia, I met Eunice. I focused on 
the living animal in front of me and tried to make her love me ( 
shytengart,2010:15) 
 
It would take more than mere monetary consideration to prompt 
Eunice to love me. ( shytengart, 2010:23). 
 
The symbol of gothic romance or contemporary gothic stories about 
Lenny‟s struggle in pursuit of the love of a girl named Eunice. Even though, he 
has many trials and rejections. But He kept the spirit and fought for his love. As 
the generally plot this novel „Super Sad‟ by Gary shteyngart. Love is substantial 
thing to be shown up as the power to struggle under Suffering experienced by the 
main character.  
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From the statement above, the novel‟s Super Sad by Gary shytengart to 
say that this novel contains characteristic elements of narrative (plot) in a popular 
novel. Narrative (plot) characteristics are well-structured plot, including patterned 
Cinderella and romantic gothic. 
2. Characteristics of character in Super Sad. 
The novel Super Sad by Gary Shytengart has a lot of character. However, 
the writers in this story are more concerned with what is done by the main 
character. But it does not mean, that the other characters are not counted, so the 
other characters only described briefly to describe the main character. Because 
without the help of the other characters, it would make a story is incomplete. That 
way the reader can be easily fit into the story. 
Gary Shteyngart in this Novel is a portrait of the character and the 
characters who think and act like human beings in the real world. So that, The 
readers will believe that the world depicted in the story. So they feel that the story 
is really real. In the popular novel, the readers are point of view in the novel. A 
characterization in the novel is divided into 2, static character, and dynamic 
character.  
On the few occasions when Eunice had talked to me about Sally, 
she had lowered her voice to a defeated, mumbling register, as opposed to 
the high and smirky one she used to lay siege to her parents. When she 
talked of her sister, Eunice appeared scattered and unsure. Sometimes 
Sally came across as rebellious, sometimes as religious, sometimes as 
political and involved, sometimes as detached, and sometimes as budding 
with sexuality.(shytengart,2010:119) 
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Here, the authors found the characterizations called dynamic and static 
character. Static character throughout the story where his character has not 
changed while the dynamic character is a character as a character changes 
throughout the story progresses. A figure as contained in the novel named Eunice 
character change when something related to her sister. While the other character in 
this novel does not changes. 
So the characteristics of popular culture character in a novel by Gary 
shytengart are super sad portrayal of each character is attractive, simple and real. 
So readers are made to believe by the character played by every people in this 
novel, and the characterizations in the novel consist of two that are static and 
dynamic.  
3. Characteristics of setting in Super Sad. 
In this novel the writer found the popular culture characteristics of setting 
in novel Super Sad by Gary. This novel setting plays an important role. Due to a 
popular story in the novel would be stronger if the background is selected by the 
author are not random. Author of the novel is a portrait of the background so 
clearly as the scene where, how leaders define the places and when the story took 
place. So as to attract the attention of readers or viewers who enjoy a literary work 
that is novel. 
By the single most beautiful building in Europe. The Pantheon. The 
rotunda‟s ideal  proportions; the weight of the dome lifted Above one‟s 
shoulders, suspended in air by icy mathematic precision; the oculus letting 
in the rain and the searing Roman sunlight; the coolness and shade that 
nonetheless prevail. (shytengart, 2010:4) 
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Like all New Yorkers, I‟m a real-estate whore, and I adore these late-
nineteenth-century Turinese-built apartments on the huge, palm-studded 
Piazza Victoria, with sunny views of the green-tinged Alban Hills in the 
distance.(shytengart,2010 :9). 
Here, the authors portray places it simple and real, so that makes the reader 
believe that the places presented in the novel is actually real and they've seen. Do 
not make the reader think of something outside of thought or common sense. Due 
to popular novel reader setting where what should be presented as long as they see 
and know. 
4. Characteristics of theme in Super Sad. 
                                        
 Here, we must discuss about the theme. In the popular novel, we do not 
need to read all the contents of the story to find out the theme used by the novel. 
But if only look at the cover of the novel Then we can figure out the theme of the 
novel. So I found the theme of the novel Super Sad by Gary. Only by seeing the 
cover of the novel super sad so we can say theme in this novel is true love story.  
Theme of Super Sad novel is about true love story. We can see the cover. 
There is a sentence. The sentence is super sad true love story a novel Gary 
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Shteyngart. From the sentence, there is a word of love story. So automatically it is 
not false, if we say. This novel is a romantic novel. 
One characteristic of the novel that contains elements of pop culture is 
romantic. Because now novel like that more preferred by the audience or reader. 
Especially among teenagers, they prefer romantic novel.  We compared with 
theme of horror novel and education novel. Because romantic novel is an easy to 
understand able language, the story is more varied and more interesting in the 
story because it deals directly with the lifes of the majority of the readers of these 
teenagers. Therefore, the writer said a novel Super Sad by Gary Shteyngart is one 
of the popular culture novels. 
5. Factors make this novel popular. 
Super Sad is categorized as popular culture or popular literature for the 
popular characteristics inside the work itself. Gary Shteyngart is a famous writer 
and a young Novelist currently rising to the top of the world of fiction. Some of 
his works published in 2000 was published by the time. Gary shteyngart is 
guarantee for impression story. There are two factors making popular 
characteristics in super sad as follows. 
First factor is the involvement of this work in industrialization. Talking up 
Gary Shteyngart as the writers, this book spreads out in a huge scale. The novel is 
translated into many languages and spreading over the world. Super Sad was 
published in 2010. When the novel published, the novel gets some awards like 
salon book award (2010) and Bollinger everyman Wodehouse prize (2011). Some 
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comments appeared from the famous media in America such as the oprah 
magazine, New York Times, Washington post, San Francisco chronicle and kirkus 
reviews related to Super Sad. (shteyngart 2:324) 
Second factor is referred to 3 principals supported popular culture; the 
story is well structured, easy to understand language and romantic. Super Sad is 
categorized as popular literature for it has been known as the best seller. So we 
can conclude this novel has two factors making it a popular novel and three 
principals of popular culture as the story is well structured because the part of the 
story from start until the end consistent, easy to understand language and as a 
romantic novel. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
A. Conclusion 
1. The writer finds the aspect of popular culture as the following popular 
characteristics of the novel.  There are four aspects that discussed in this 
section. Aspect of narrative (plot), character, theme and setting. 
a. "Super Sad" very indicative of popular culture in which the novel is in 
the picture as a modern life for the reader. 
b. The above analysis shows that the plot of Super Sad has a well 
structured. At this level, the plot of the novel is a systematic from the 
beginning till the end of story shows the time sequence is structured. 
The story contains elements of gothic romance or contemporary gothic 
and Cinderella pattern.  
c.  The characteristics of Characterizations in Super Sad novel have many 
characters. And then all of the characters the writer divide into the 
major characters and minor characters. A characterization in the novel 
is divided into two static character and dynamic character.  
d.  The theme of Super Sad novel by Gary Shteyngart has a romantic 
theme that discussed in this section. The theme is about love story. 
Love story about Lenny and Eunice. 
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e.  The characteristic of Setting in Super Sad novel is focused only on a 
simple and real place. Because the authors portray places it simple and 
real, so that makes the reader believe that the places presented in the 
novel is actually real and they've seen. Make the reader think of 
something outside of thought or common sense. 
 
2. The writer found two factors make this novel popular that‟s 
industrialization and the content of the novel. The first factor is the 
involvement of this work in industrialization. Because the novel is 
translated into many language and there are many comments from the 
famous media in America. The second factor is the content of the novel; 
the story is well structured, easy to understand language and as a romantic 
novel. So it has been known as the best seller. 
 
B. Suggestion. 
After summing up all the data in chapter IV, the writer provided several 
suggestions to the readers. They are as follows:   
1. In analyzing novel, the readers in general and the future researchers in 
particular must use as many theories as possible to approach and to get 
deeper understanding about the popular culture. 
2.   Readers or lovers of literature should get used to read literary works 
including novels, as novels can enrich, refine, and train the attitude of 
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maturity. Presumption should read the novel just entertainment removed 
by appreciating and taking advantage of a work of literary value. 
3. The writers especially in English and Literature Department must be 
creative to research not only in novel but also in film, text drama, poets 
as an object in their research. 
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